
Service for the Lord’s Day
March 24, 2024



WELCOME!

Whether you are a member or a visitor, worshiping with us in-person
or online, you are welcome here.

Information about our
church is found in the
narthex or online:
eastminsterchurch.org. At
the welcome table or on
our website, you can sign
up for our weekly emails.

Masks are available at the
welcome table for those
who would like to wear
them.

Children are always welcome in worship at Eastminster. Your child
can sit with you in the pew or sit in the space created for children at
the front of the sanctuary.

Hymn books and Bibles can be found under the pews.

This is a livestream worship service, and the camera and
microphones are on the whole time. While the camera is most often
focused on the front of the sanctuary, there is a chance that you will
be captured on camera.

* Congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit.
Bold text is read or sung by the congregation.



ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE LORD'S DAY

March 24, 2024                     10:00 a.m.

GATHERING
Welcome & Announcements
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Prelude
The Entry into Jerusalem

NARRATOR: When Jesus drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the
mount that is called Olivet, he sent ahead two of his disciples, saying, “Go
into the village opposite. There you will find a colt tied, on which no one has
ever yet sat; untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you
untying it?’ you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of it.’” So those who were sent
went away and found it as he had told them . . .

PEOPLE: AND AS THEY WERE UNTYING THE COLT, ITS
OWNERS SAID TO THEM, “WHY ARE YOU UNTYING THE
COLT?”

PETER: And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” And they brought it to
Jesus, and throwing their garments on the colt, they set Jesus upon it.

NARRATOR: And as he rode along, they spread their garments on the road.
As he was now drawing near, at the descent of the Mount of Olives, the
whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and to praise God with a
loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, saying:

*Hymn #196 All Glory, Laud, and Honor (vs. 1-2)
Refrain: All glory, laud, and honor
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring!



1 Thou art the King of Israel,
thou David’s royal Son,
who in the Lord’s name comest,
the King and blessed One. (Refrain)

2 The people of the Hebrews
with palms before thee went;
our praise and prayers and anthems
before thee we present. (Refrain)

PHARISEE: And some of the Pharisees in the multitude cried to him,
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples! They’re calling you the Christ. Tell them to
shut up!”

NARRATOR: He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent the very stones
themselves would cry out.”

*Hymn #196 All Glory, Laud, and Honor (vs. 3-4)

3 To thee, before thy passion,
they sang their hymns of praise;
to thee, now high exalted,
our melody we raise.

Refrain:
All glory, laud, and honor
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring!

4 Thou didst accept their praises;
accept the prayers we bring,
who in all good delightest,
thou good and gracious King! (Refrain)



NARRATOR: And when he drew near and saw the city he wept over it,
saying, “Would that even today you knew the things that make for peace!
But now they are hid from your eyes. O Jerusalem! The days shall come
upon you, when your enemies will cast up a bank about you and surround
you, and hem you in on every side, and dash you to the ground, you and your
children within you, and they will not leave one stone upon another in you;
because you did not know the time of your visitation.”

The Preparation and the Eating of the Last Supper

NARRATOR: Now, the feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is
called the Passover. And the Temple Priests were seeking how to put Jesus to
death; for they feared the people.

JUDAS: Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was of the
number of the twelve; he went away and conferred with the temple priests
and officers how he might betray him to them. And they were glad, and
engaged to give him money. So he agreed, and sought an opportunity to
betray him to them in the absence of the multitude.

NARRATOR: Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the
Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying,
"Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.”

PEOPLE: THEY SAID TO HIM, "BUT WHERE, LORD? WHERE
WILL YOU HAVE US PREPARE IT, AND WHAT ARE WE TO DO?"

NARRATOR: He said to them…And they went and found it as he had told
them; and they prepared the Passover.

HYMN #527 Eat This Bread (sung twice)
Eat this bread; drink this cup;
come to me and never be hungry.
Eat this bread; drink this cup;
trust in me and you will not thirst”



NARRATOR: And when the hour came, he sat at the table, and the apostles
with him… For the Son of Man goes as it has been determined: but woe to
that man by whom he is betrayed!"

PEOPLE: AND THEY BEGAN TO QUESTION, "WHO, LORD?
WHO IS TO BETRAY YOU? IS IT I? IS IT I?"

NARRATOR: He answered, "He who has dipped his hand in the dish with
me will betray me. Oh, it would have been better for that man if he had not
been born."

JUDAS: Judas, who betrayed him, said, "Is it I, Master?"

NARRATOR: Jesus said to him, "You have said so."

PETER: Simon Peter was indignant. "But not I!" he said. And he declared,
"Though they all fall away from you, I will never leave you."

NARRATOR: "Peter, truly I say to you, this very night, before the cock
crows, you will deny me three times."

PETER: Peter said to him, "Even if I must die with you, I will never deny
you!"

PEOPLE: AND SO SAID ALL OF THE DISCIPLES, OVER AND
OVER AGAIN.

The Agony in the Garden

Hymn #220 Go to Dark Gethsemane (vs 1)
Go to dark Gethsemane,
all who feel the tempter’s power;
your Redeemer’s conflict see;
watch with him one bitter hour;
turn not from his griefs away;
learn from Jesus Christ to pray.



NARRATOR: And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount
of Olives; and the disciples followed him. And when he came to the place he
said to them, "Pray that you may not enter into temptation."

PEOPLE: LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US,
DELIVER US.

NARRATOR: And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt
down and prayed, "Father, if thou art willing, remove this cup from me;
nevertheless, not my will, but thine be done."

PEOPLE: OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE
THY NAME. THY KINGDOM COME: THY WILL BE DONE. THY
WILL BE DONE. THY WILL BE DONE—

NARRATOR: And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and
found them sleeping for sorrow, and he said to them, "Why do you sleep?
Rise and pray that you may not enter into temptation."

PEOPLE: LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US
FROM EVIL, EVEN THE EVIL WITHIN OURSELVES.

JUDAS: While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called
Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss
him.

NARRATOR: But Jesus said to him, "Judas, would you betray the Son of
Man with a kiss?"

JUDAS: Judas said, "Hail, Master."

PEOPLE: WHEN THE DISCIPLES SAW WHAT WOULD FOLLOW,
THEY SAID, "LORD, SHALL WE STRIKE WITH THE SWORD?"



PETER: And one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his
right ear.

NARRATOR: But Jesus said, "No more of this!" And he touched his ear and
healed him.

PEOPLE: FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE
THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US.

NARRATOR: Jesus said to those who had come out against him, "When I
was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But
this is your hour and the power of darkness." Then they seized him –

The Judgment

Hymn #220 Go to Dark Gethsemane (vs 2)
Follow to the judgment hall;
view the Lord of life arraigned;
O the wormwood and the gall!
O the pangs his soul sustained!
Shun not suffering, shame, or loss;
learn from him to bear the cross.

NARRATOR: Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him to the
High Priest's house.

PETER: Peter followed at a distance; and when they had kindled a fire in the
middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them.

PEOPLE: THEN A WOMAN, SEEING HIM SIT IN THE LIGHT,
SAID, "THIS MAN ALSO WAS WITH HIM."

PETER: But he denied it, saying, "Woman, I do not know him."

PEOPLE: THEN A MAN, SEEING HIM SIT IN THE LIGHT, SAID,
“YOU ALSO ARE ONE OF THEM.”



PETER: But Peter said, "Man, I am not."

PEOPLE: AN HOUR LATER ANOTHER INSISTED, SAYING,
"CERTAINLY THIS MAN ALSO WAS WITH HIM: FOR HE IS A
GALILEAN."

PETER: But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are saying!"

NARRATOR: And immediately, while he was still speaking, the cock
crowed. And the Lord turned and looked at Peter.

PETER: And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to
him, "Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times." And he
went out and he wept bitterly.

NARRATOR: Now the men who were holding Jesus mocked him and beat
him; they blindfolded him and demanded:

PEOPLE: "PROPHESY! WHO IS IT THAT STRUCK YOU?"

NARRATOR: And they spoke many other words against him, reviling him.
When the day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered
together and led him to their council;

PEOPLE: AND THEY SAID, "IF YOU ARE THE CHRIST, TELL
US."

NARRATOR: But he said to them, "If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I
ask you now, you will not answer. But from now on the Son of man shall be
seated at the right hand of the power of God —"

PEOPLE: AND THEY SAID, "ARE YOU THE SON OF GOD,
THEN?"

NARRATOR: And he said to them, "You say that I am."



PEOPLE: AND THEY SAID, "BLASPHEMY! WHAT FURTHER
TESTIMONY DO WE NEED? WE HAVE HEARD IT OURSELVES
FROM HIS OWN LIPS. BLASPHEMY! OH, BLASPHEMY!"

Dawn Friday: Jesus Before Pilate

NARRATOR: Then the whole company of them arose, and brought him
before Pontius Pilate.

PEOPLE: AND THEY BEGAN TO CURSE HIM, SAYING, "WE
FOUND THIS MAN PERVERTING OUR NATION, AND
FORBIDDING US TO GIVE TRIBUTE TO CAESAR, AND SAYING
THAT HE HIMSELF IS CHRIST THE KING!”

PILATE: And Pilate asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?"

NARRATOR: And he answered him, "You have said so."

PILATE: And Pilate said to the Chief Priests and the multitudes, "I find no
crime in this man."

PEOPLE: BUT THEY WERE URGENT, SAYING, "HE STIRS UP
THE PEOPLE, TEACHING THROUGHOUT GALILEE EVEN TO
THIS PLACE."

PILATE: And when Pilate heard that he was a Galilean, of Herod's
jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod,

NARRATOR: Where he was vehemently accused, and treated with contempt
and mocked, and arrayed in gorgeous purple, and then sent back again.

PILATE: Pilate said to the rulers of the people, "You brought me this man as
one who was perverting the people; and after examining him, behold, I did
not find him guilty of any of the charges against him. Behold, nothing



deserving death has been done by him. I will therefore chastise him and
release him — "

PEOPLE: BUT THEY ALL CRIED OUT TOGETHER, "AWAY WITH
THIS MAN! AWAY! AWAY! RELEASE TO US BARABBAS —"

NARRATOR: Barabbas! — a man who had been thrown into prison for
insurrection and for murder —

PILATE: Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus –

PEOPLE: BUT THEY SHOUTED OUT, "CRUCIFY HIM! CRUCIFY
HIM!"

PILATE: "Why? What evil has he done? I've found no crime in him
deserving death. I'll chastise him. I'll release him — "

PEOPLE: BUT THEY WERE URGENT, DEMANDING WITH LOUD
CRIES THAT HE SHOULD BE CRUCIFIED.

NARRATOR: And their voices prevailed.

PILATE: So Pilate gave sentence that their demand should be granted. He
released the man who had been jailed for murder. But Jesus he delivered up
to their will.

Friday Morning: Crucifixion

Hymn #220 Go to Dark Gethsemane (vs. 3)

Calvary’s mournful mountain climb;
there, adoring at his feet,
mark that miracle of time,
God’s own sacrifice complete;
“It is finished!” hear him cry;
learn from Jesus Christ to die.



NARRATOR: But Jesus he delivered over to their will.

ALL MEN: AND AS THEY LED HIM AWAY, THEY SEIZED ONE
SIMON OF CYRENE, WHO WAS COMING IN FROM THE
COUNTRY, AND LAID ON HIM THE CROSS, TO CARRY IT
BEHIND JESUS.

ALL WOMEN: AND THERE FOLLOWED HIM A GREAT
MULTITUDE OF WOMEN WHO BEWAILED AND LAMENTED
HIM —

NARRATOR: But Jesus turning to them said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do
not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For behold,
the days are coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the
wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never gave suck!' For if they do
this when the wood is green, what will happen when it dries!"

HYMN #228 Were You There?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

NARRATOR: Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put
to death with him. And when they came to the place which is called the
Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on the right and one
on the left.

HYMN #228 Were You There?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?



NARRATOR: And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what
they do."

ALL WOMEN: FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES.

ALL MEN: AND THEY CAST LOTS TO DIVIDE HIS GARMENTS.

ALL WOMEN: FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES.

ALL MEN: AND THE PEOPLE STOOD BY, WATCHING, BUT THE
RULERS SCOFFED AT HIM, SAYING, "HE SAVED OTHERS: LET
HIM SAVE HIMSELF, IF HE IS THE CHRIST OF GOD!"

ALL WOMEN: FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES.

ALL MEN: THE SOLDIERS ALSO MOCKED HIM, COMING UP
AND OFFERING HIM VINEGAR.

ALL WOMEN: THERE WAS AN INSCRIPTION OVER HIM: "THIS
IS THE KING OF THE JEWS."

ALL MEN: FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES. FORGIVE US, O
LORD, OUR TRESPASSES!

JUDAS: One of the criminals who were hanged with him railed at him,
saying, "Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!”

PETER: But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you
are under the same sentence, and we justly? But this man has done nothing
wrong." And he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom."

PEOPLE: FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, DELIVER US FROM
EVIL. THINE IS THE KINGDOM —

NARRATOR: And Jesus said to him —



PEOPLE: AND THE POWER —

NARRATOR: “Truly, truly, I say to you —"

PEOPLE: AND THE GLORY —

NARRATOR: “Today you will be with me in Paradise."

PEOPLE: FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN!

HYMN #228 Were You There?
Were you there when he cried out at the end?
Were you there when he cried out at the end?
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when he cried out at the end?

NARRATOR: It was now about the sixth hour…And having said this, he
breathed his last. And all the multitudes who had assembled to see the sight,

PEOPLE: WHEN THEY SAW WHAT HAD TAKEN PLACE, THEY
RETURNED HOME BEATING THEIR BREASTS.

ALL WOMEN: AND ALL HIS ACQUAINTANCES AND THE
WOMEN WHO HAD FOLLOWED HIM FROM GALILEE STOOD
AT A DISTANCE AND SAW THESE THINGS —

Late Friday Afternoon: Burial

HYMN #228 Were You There? (No piano)
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?



PILATE: Now there was a man named Joseph from the town of Arimathea,
a righteous man, one looking for the kingdom of God. This man went to
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down and wrapped it
in a linen shroud, and laid him in a rock-hewn tomb, where no one had ever
yet been laid.

NARRATOR: It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning.

PEOPLE: THE WOMEN WHO HAD COME WITH HIM FROM
GALILEE FOLLOWED, AND SAW THE TOMB AND HOW HIS
BODY WAS LAID. THEN THEY RETURNED, AND PREPARED
SPICES AND OINTMENTS —

NARRATOR: On the Sabbath, they rested according to the commandment.

Time of Reflection

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn #215 What Wondrous Love is This

*Charge & Benediction

*Postlude    

Participants in today’s service:
Minister: Rev. Kristin Stroble
Worship Leaders: Norm Mackay, Neil Myer, Sam O’Neill
Pianist: Tamar Mikeladze



Worship Credits: This drama is called “The Cry of the Whole Congregation”
Copyright © 1984 Walter Wangerin, Jr. Used by permission. From the book
RAGMAN AND OTHER CRIES OF FAITH, Published by
HarperSanFrancisco.”; Hymns are printed and streamed with permission
from One License #A-725831.

 Flowers
 Today’s flowers are given today to the glory of God.
 Ushers
 Head Usher: Estelle McGroarty
 Greeter
 Charlotte Smith
 Video Producer
 Susan Smalley
 Church Leadership and Staff
 Rev. Kristin Stroble Pastor
 Rev. Shirley Paxton Parish Advisor
 Neil Myer Director of Christian Education
 Bridgette Redman Office Administrator
 Tamar Mikeladze Pianist
 This Week at Eastminster:
 March 24 through March 31

 SUNDAY, 3/24 Palm Sunday
 Worship 10:00 a.m.
 Fellowship 11:00 a.m.
 Choir Rehearsal 11:15 a.m.
 Community Bell Rehearsal 4:00 p.m.

 MONDAY, 3/25
 CCR Rehearsal 6:00 p.m.
 Trivia at Royal Scot 7:00 p.m.
 TUESDAY, 3/26
 Choral Ensemble Rehearsal 10:00 a.m.
 THURSDAY, 3/28
 Maundy Thursday Dinner 6:00 p.m.
 Maundy Thursday Worship 7:00 p.m.
 SATURDAY, 3/30



 Easter Choir Rehearsal 10:30 a.m.
 SUNDAY, 3/31 Easter Sunday
 Worship 10:00 a.m.
 Fellowship 11:00 a.m.
 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of Sharing donations support the Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-Development of
People, all of which work in different ways to serve individuals and
communities in need. You can give to One Great Hour of Sharing using the
envelopes in the pews or at our online giving page on the website.

Holy Week 2024: Today is Palm Sunday. We will be journeying through the
events of Holy Week during worship. On Thursday, March 28th, we will
have dinner at 6 pm and then a Maundy Thursday Worship Service at 7 p.m.
Then celebrate the resurrection with us on March 31st at 10am for our Easter
Service.

All-Church Lunch
April 7 will be our next all-church lunch. We are asking people to sign up to
bring their favorite chili or cornbread recipes. Sign-up in the Narthex.

Mark your Calendars!

We have a number of upcoming events you might want to participate in.
Mark your calendars and more information will be released soon.

● Capital City Ringers Handbell Concert — April 20th at 7pm
● Ukrainian Easter Egg Workshop — April 27th at 10am
● "Women in Christian and Islamic Scriptures": An event with the Islamic

Center and Eastminster — May 1st at 6:30pm



Easter Lilies
Easter lilies are coming soon to beautify our sanctuary for Easter. Would you
like to make a dedication? A list of memorials/honoraria will be in the
bulletins on March 31 and April 7. Please complete the form in the Narthex
and drop a check in the offering plate or pay online at our website. Please
submit your order by tomorrow, Monday, March 25. Please note that this is
for a dedication only. You will not be able to take the flowers home as we
will order only three lilies for the chancel. Thank you!

UKirk Trivia

To join one of Eastminster's
teams, please talk to Mike
Brown. To support the event in a
different way, please talk to
Norm Mackay. You can bid on
the silent auction including use
of the Lansing Lugnuts owners
suite for a 2024 game by going
to ukirkmsu.org.


